


_ ee ee 2! — 
4 — er 





Illustrated Classics From India 


Over 86 million copies of over 400 titles sold worldwide! 


Amar Chitra Katha is a collection of illustrated classics that retell stories from Indian 
mythology, history, folktales and legends through the fascinating medium of comics. 
Over 430 stories from all over India have been told in this series that has been endorsed 
by educationists and recommended by teachers the world over. 


Through a masterful blend of commentary, dialogue and illustration, Amar Chitra Katha 
presents complex historical facts and intricate mythology in a format that would appeal 
to children. They not only entertain, but also provide a fitting introduction to the cultural 
heritage of India. In a country so vast and varied, the series also serves as a medium 
for national integration, by introducing young readers to the rich cultural diversity of 
the country and highlighting the achievements of local heroes. 


Amar Chitra Katha comics are like family heirlooms, passed down from generation to 
generation. These timeless illustrated classics are now also available online on www. 
amarchitrakatha.com. Start your own collection today! 


No. 507 ® Rs 35 


INDIA BOOK HOUSE PVT. LTD. 


© India Book House Pvt. Ltd. 1971 Reprinted: May 2007 ISBN: 81-7508-201-1 
Published and Printed by India Book House Pvt Ltd, Mahalaxmi Chambers, 
5th Floor, 22 Bhulabhai Desai Road, Mumbai 400 026, India. 


TE ST 


i aes, ape meow 


heal a 





THOUSANDS OF YEARS AGO,NALA RULEO OVER THE KINGOOM 
OF MSHADA, HE WAS GENEROUS AND NOBLE ANO WAS LOVED By 
HIS SUBJECTS.BUT HE WAS ALWAYS SAD. HIS FATHER HAD GONE TO 
A FOREST TO SPEND THE LAST YEARS OF HIS LIFE. 





NALA’S COUSIN, PUSHKARA, EMUED HM HS FAME. 


NALA! | AM TIRED OF 
THE PEOPLE HERE 

AND HAVE DECIDED 
TO LEAVE. | 
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WALA WAS LONELY ANDO WANDERED FROW PLACE 70 LACE, OWE DAY — 

el AH!I HAVE «Wi oy Se (yee 
NEVER SEEN ‘2. VES . “y 
a “4 
anne ¢ 































SUCH A BEAUTI- 
FUL LAKE!NOR 
SUCH GRACE- 
~\ FUL SWANS! 
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1 WHY! THAT 

PSVAINTY SWAN & 
HAS GOLDEN [| 







HE CAUGHT THE SWAN BY ITS LEG, THE 
BIRD CRIED OUT IN PAIN, THE OTHER 
SWANS LOOKED HELPLESSY ONI. 








SLOWLY AND SOFTLY HE 
CREPT FORWARD, 


| SHALL KEEP 
YOU IN MY 
PALACE AND 
GIVE YOU 

| PEARLS. 












THE SWAN CONS a ED MIS WAILIVG 
MATES. 3 


Vrs we 










» fi HAVE TO GO WITH | ,_ 
* THE KING TO KEEP 
= A PROMISE | on 


— MADE IN MY LAST 
BIRTH. | SHALL _— 
RETURN THE (>— 
MOMENT MY _ 
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‘WHY ARE 
YOU 
WEEPING, 


| HAVE 
| BEEN AN 
UNHAPPY 
MAN FOR 
"| MANY MONTHS. 












THE CHARMING 
DAUGHTER OF KING 
BHEEMA OF KUNDANPUR. 
AND | DECIDED THEN 
AND THERE TO MARRY 
HER AND NO ONE ELSE. 











| IS THAT ALL THAT 

| TROUBLES YOU2 MAKE 

| ARRANGEMENTS 

| FOR THE WEDDING AND 

|LEAVE THEREST TO & 

;ME. PLL RETURN IN 
A WEEK. 
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THE SWAN FLEW AWAY 
INTO THE SKY... 





.. AND REACHED 7HE 
KINGDOM OF KUVDANPEIR. 








ENTERING THE ROYAL GARDEN, 
1T BEGAN CHANTING NALAS NAME. \ 
DAMAYANT/ LOOKED UP. 









ee AH! 
WHAT A 
DEAR SWAN! 
IF ONLY 

| COULD 


War/so IT 
riueiwee fF «@ 










AS DAWMAYANT/ WENT FORWARD 7O 
CATCH THE SWAN, /7 MOVED 


| PART HER sntatl 





AT LAST, WITH A SUF T 
MOVEMENT, SHE CAUGHT IT. 





















THE SWAN SPOKE OF WALA 
ANO PRAISED MM) HMCHLY. 


KING NALA MUST BE A 
WONDERFUL MAN! PLL MARRY |. 
HIM AND NONE OTHER. 
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You’VE BEEN 
REPEATING 





|WILL MISS 
YOU, MY 































KEPT My | ERIEND, BUT 
PROMISE. | || DON’T WANT 
LET ME | \TO KEEP YOU 
ree NOW GO | |AWAY FROM 
= DONE My | | GACK TO ce 
SS MY COM- || FRIENDS, 
,J05,0 KING! | panions. : 
DAMAYANT} || | 
WILL MARRY 


ONLY YOU. 
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NALA WAS SOON INUTED 70 
DAWMAYANTI'S SWAYAMVARA, 


SWAYAM — 
VARA HALL. DAMAYAN/T/ ENTERED WITH THE GARLAND. 
THE PRINCES WERE RESTLESS. LITTLE DID THEY KNOW THAT 
DAMAVANTI’S GARLAND WAS MEANT ONLY FOR NALA. — 





a YANV7/ GARLANDED WAL A. WALA BROUGHT DAMAYANT/ TO 
——— =e EDR RA hy HIS PALACE. PEOPLE, YOUNG 
os LIVE KING N ALA} AND OLO, DANCED WITH JOY. 





'WHO ARE 
YOU P 


















|AM TIRED OF FOREST 
LIFE AND HAVE COME 
BACK TO ENJOY THE 
PLEASURES OF THE 


) 2 CITY ONCE AGAIN. ~ 
== iN YOU ARE Ly 


— 

















HERE 
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"|WALA TRIED MS BEST TO 
KEEP HIS COUSIN HARRY. 






CUA N, CROWN HULL 
A BE MINES 











PUSHKARA WAS A 
CUMMING MA. 
















BUT NALA KEPT OV LOSING. 


NOW FOR THE LAST 
ROUND, THE WINNER 
GETS THE CROWN AND 
THE LOSER SPENDS 
THREE YEARS IN THE 
i FOREST - 
ACRES 


THE OYE WERE CAST, 


C1 HAVE ON HA.. 
5 AA... 














WALA GAVE UO THE KINGOOM, DAVAYANT) SENT THE CHLDREN TO 
HER PARENTS AND WENT 
AWAY WITH NALA. 





AS HE LEANED FORWARD, THE 
BIRDS -LEW AWAY GWITH THE 
GARMENT— NALA'S ONLY 

Ane or a 





THEY WANDERED IN THE FOREST 
WITHOUT FOOD AND WATER. 
Hgs\,) 
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QVER THE BIRDS 
70 TRAP THEM. 
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AT MGHT THEY SLEPT ON THE BARE GROUNWD COVEKED BY 
DAMAYANTI'S SARL. Fr 
rap, > “eal Ax 
ie te A Ne | gph . 
— a ~ <4 / ‘ Ve ‘ 
: hae | \ - . & a : 
2» 4 < beaatl a.’ The 
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EARLY WVEXT MIORMIVG, WHEN NALA WOKE UR HE TORE A MYECE 
FROM DAMAYANT’S SARL WRAROIVG HIVISELF MW / l, HE QUETLY 
WALKED AWAY. 
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HE WALKED FOR A LOWS TIME. 
ODDENLY — 


Me! OH, HERE 


") 1S THE 
| »-) SERPENT 
, GOD. 





ALITTLE LATER — 


GIVE YOU =, £* “ ake TEN STEPS, 
SOMETHING | 
IN RETURN, 


’ 





| CHANGED YOUR 
FORM SO THAT 
YOU WON'T BE; 
RECOGNISED. | 
YOU'RE BAAHUK 
4 FROM TODAY. & 
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“KING RITUPARNA OF | Mang oto 
AYODHYA IS VERY | fam ONt DUT ON 
a .__» GOOD AT THE AK ¥ 
) iC A GAME OF DICE. Ai DRESS WHEN [> 
\. |GO TO HIM IF | YOU WANT 






















\ mm TO BECOME |=! 
\ eee THe” | YOUR OLD SELF, 
SECRET OF — 


THE GAME! 















WEANMWHILE DAIHAVANT( WOKE C2 WHERE HAS 


‘i, NALA GONE? 

| WHY HAS HE 
LEFT ME ALONE 
A<#)IN THE FOREST? 














O JUMPING 
DEER ! 
OLITTLE 
SPARROW ! 
HAVE YOU 
SEEN MY 















DAMAVANT! WANDERED /V 
THE FOREST CRYING FOR NALA. 
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f 
A DEADLY PYTHON SAW DAMA - 
YANT/ AND OFENED /78 JAWS. 

























7 OAMAYANTI'S LEG. 


; 





ap Koy rey * Gtr) 5s, | _ 7 
WHO ARE YOU?! fie SS adie)? 

A GODDESS? Ff Sh 3: Ge 
A HEAVENLY 
DAMSEL ? 
MARRY ME! 





as SUDDENLY A HUNTER ARROW 
MIT AND KILLED THE PYTHON. 
a a 4 ON cS Oy 







os 

















f OH, MY MISFORTUNE ! 
Ml | WISH THE PYTHON 
se HAD KILLED ME...! 
; STAY WHERE YOU 
PIE ARE.IF YOU TAKE 
MM) ONE STEP FURTHER, 
| YOU WILL BE BURNT. 






























STUMBLING AND FALLIWVG, DAMA - 
YAN7/ REACHED THE RIVER. BANK. 
THERE SHE (VET A GROUP OF 
TRADERS, 
Tou eS 
OH TRADER, 


CAN YOU “NALA? 









AT WIGHT WHEN THE TRADERS WERE ASLEEP, A HERD OF 
ELEPHANTS CANE THAT WAY AND DESTROVED ALL THAT THEY CARRIED. 
















WE'VE LOST EVERYTHING! fF ‘i 
THIS WOMAN HAS nt 3 


US ILL gare 
LUCK. i wy a  -) 


DAMAYANT! RUNNING FOR 
HER LIFE,REACHED THE 
KINGDOM OF WPRAPYE. 
CHILDREN TEASED HER 
AND CALLED HER MAD. 
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QUEEN BHANUMAT! SAW HER 
FROM THE 
ee, 702490°. 
SHE SEEMS TO BE A _ 


WOMAN FROM A sco & Boo 
FAMILY. CALL HER! pemee si Tee 







YOU ARE 
GOOD AT 
YOUR 

woe VVORK. 
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lt le ’ 
SHE ENGAGED DAMAYANTI AS 


A MAID NOT KNOWING WHO 
| SHE REALLY WAS 













COME 


ONE DAY THE MUNISTER OF HOW "VE BEEN 
KUNDANPUR CAME TO VIPRAPUR.| | DID YOU SEARCHING 











Tt Be DAMAYANTI2 
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DAMAYANT/ CAME TO KUNDANPUR, HER CHILDREN HAD GROWN U2, 
SHE WATCHED THEW) AT PLAY AND MISSED NALA. 
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3 IT’S NO USE 
LIVING WITHOUT 
NALA.!| WONDER |_ 
WHERE HE IS! 


tt 
2. 
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io ’'VE NO DESIRE | [| aa | 
, TO EAT, & | i) 
FATHER? 


ONE DAY, THE KING'S MINISTER SET OUT IN SEARCH OF NALA. 
SOON HE CAME TO AYODHYA, . . 




















A GOOD RIDDLE, 
Stel INDEED! LET’S SEE 
ee 4a WHO CAN 

im SOLVE IT. 


AT KING RITUPARWA’S COURT, THE 
MUMISTER SAID... —— 


“A KING RAN 
AWAY. IN DUST 
THE JEWEL LAY. 


THE JEWEL COULD 
Mea NOT SAY” 








SUDDEMLY— 


MY LORD! 
PERMIT 
M 





, NG v0 
| Bh 






Zo yf Mf a 
a Lh] Alt F tt Hl NONE OTHER THAN 
EVERVONE WONDERED AT THE NALA, WHO HAD ASSUMED 
STRANGE WORDS OF THE MMMISTER. THE WAIVE OF BAAHUK. 








CAN A KING WITHOUT 
CROWN, KEEP A rs 
JEWEL FOR pee 
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WHO CARES 
iF HE IS 
UGLY AND 


DEFORMED... //ii 
1AM SURE, : 

HE IS » ay. 
NALA, 


2 


(| 
Yep 
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TUTTI WILL ook ae ; ity 
. a eS ' 
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BAAHUK! 
| (EXCELLENT! } 
. > At ee 







IN THAT CASE 
WELL CALL 
HIM! HERE AND 
FIND OUT, 











THE MIMSTER AGAIV WENT TO AYOLI'YA. 


MY LORD! fa a na 
DAMAYANTI } 9 OU, 
HAS AGREED COULD 


TO REMARRY. ke ) Ga 3 


“7 


vv ? el 
+ SDT FING ty A 
PGT it IE 
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THE SWAYAIVIVARA IS 
Hmm FIXED FOR TO- 
a MORROW AND 
THE INVITATION 
COIVIES TODAY! 
i HOW CAN | 
wt, MAKE IT? 









AND SURELY ENOUGH, THE HORSES SEEMED TO FLY IN 
THE AIR. NALA WAS A GREAT CYARIOTELR 


AH, WHAT 
SPEED! 
THIS [S 

THRILLING! 


















BAAHUK,.TEACH ME | _al CERTAIN 

THE SECRET OF 4 oa AINLY, 

DRIVING HORSES SO Sf — 

FAST AND PLL SHOW 4 A 
y 


YOU MY TRICKS IN 
Us adie OF i ame 
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BY THE TIME THEY REACHED KUNDANEPUR, THEY HAD 
EXCHANGED (HEIR ob CKETS’. 


Ads ) ae fe (> Us 4) eas cx oS 


NO BRIDE AND NO . o. 
SWAYAIVIVARA! IS _ |} OH, NOT} he 
THE SWAYAIMIVARA} THERE 
ARRANGED IN A ARE NO FESTIVITIES 
DIFFERENT CITY: 2 | BECAUSE IT IS THE 
: ¢| SECOND SWAYAMVARA!, 












BN!” SAO 
= WEAVWHILE, BAAHUK 


st] SAW MIS TWO CHU DREN 
SPA FROM THE TERRACE. 






















DAVIAYANT/ OBSERVED THIS FROM 
THE PALACE. SHE CAME RUNMMIVG 
70 MEET HIM, 


’M SURE 
YOU ARE 
NALA! HOW 
CAN | 
THANK 
YOU FOR 


/ y ~ ¥ 
hi / i ‘ ¥ — a, RAK 
S—, > + ve \ — E e / SP > 7 : 
\— Yy vf | 
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HE RAM UPTO THEM |e 
AND HUGGED THEM. Te 


re 



















= BUT WERE Lo NO, IT 
YOU GOING PFT e% WAS A TRICK 





TO MARRY “sie 


AGAIN, a 
| DAMAYANTI? 






TO GET YOU 
J HERE. WHO 

. ELSE BUT YOU 
COULD TRAVEL 
SUCH A LONG 
DISTANCE 
IN ONE DAY? | 













NALA PUT ON THE 
MACIC ORESS AND - 


SEEING NALA SAFE AND SOUND, TH 
PEOPLE WENT CRAZY WITH JOY. 





VERY WELL! 
- THE WINNER 
THE FOREST. a, WILL HAVE 
COME, LET’S . THE KINGDOM 
HAVE AN- 3 AND THE 
OTHER GAME ; LOSER WILL 
OF DICE. = SO TO THE 


FOREST. 




















70 THE GAME. AND | — iS: ys 
NALA HAD MASTERED THE GAME OF HE 2 = 

aie WITH THE HELP OF KIVEG ee 

'T WAS PUSHKARAS TURN 7O LOBE. mi PUSHKARA! 

oe ’VE WON! 

VE 
_—, WON! 

i oe 





BUT, | WON'T 
SEND YOU TO 
THE FOREST. 
YOU MAY 
CONTINUE TO 
LIVE HERE! 








VICTORY TO ae . a ' 
KING NALA! 


> ‘a - — a - 


LONG LIVE 
LONG LIVE {| ——1 KING NALA! 





Sa \i-/ | | Lh 
| Vv, iT " \ = /\ | YY 


OVCE AGAIN, WALA WORE THE CROWN. DAMAYANT/ WAS HIS QUEEN. 
THEY LIVED HAPPILY FOR MANY YEARS AND RULED THE COUNTRY WELL, 
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Nala and Damayanti 


The story of Nala and Damayanti is one of the more romantic episodes narrated in the great epic, the Mahabharata. 
In the epic, Yudhishthira, having lost everything in a game of dice against his wily cousins, had to retire to the 
jungle along with his brothers. There a rishi (ascetic) tells him the story of Nala and Damayanti. 


Nala was a brave and handsome young Nishada king, skilled in the use of arms and the management of horses. 
Damayanti, the only daughter of the King of Vidarbha, in Eastern Maharashtra, was beautiful and accomplished. 
When Nala heard of her beauty he began pining for her and it was a delicate golden swan that carried his messages 
of love to his beloved. Damayanti too began yearning for her unseen lover. | 


The story of Nala and Damyanti has so much romance and pathos in it that it has attracted the attention of writers 
and poets not only in India, but also in distant lands. It has been translated into Latin by Bopp and into English verse 
by Dean Milman. 
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